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County officials process application by former partner of Santa Clara
Waste Water executives to reopen exploding facility just outside city

Explosions in
2014 spewed
3-mile toxic cloud
over Santa

Paula and
Ventura, injuring
scores of people,
including three SP
firefighters.

By Peggy Kelly
Santa Paula Times

An application was submitted to the
Ventura County Planning Department
for a new operator to reopen the notori-
ous Santa Clara Waste Water Treatment
plant — the Mission Rock Road facility
that exploded into toxic flames almost
five years ago.

The applicant, Ri-Nu Environmental
Services, had close business ties to the
previous owner of the plant and its top
executives.

Nine Santa Clara Waste Water em-
ployees, as well as the corporate entities of
Santa Clara Waste Water, faced a variety
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Public comment period open until June 6

The county has announced that the public comment period for the envi-
ronmental document, called the Mitigated Negative Declaration, for the plant
to reopen will last until June 6. The public is encouraged to submit written
comments to Franca Rosengren, no later than 5 p.m. on June 6 to the county
of Ventura Resource Management Agency, Planning Division, 800 S. Victoria
Ave., Ventura 93009, or email comments to Franca.Rosengren@ventura.org.
People may access the documents at the Planning Department or log on to
http://vcrma.org/divisions/planning (see CEQA Environmental Review).

of criminal charges stemming from the
Nov. 18,2014 explosion at the wastewater
facility, located west of the city.

More than 50 people were injured ei-
ther from the initial blast or from exposure
to toxic chemicals, including three Santa

Paula firefighters; two were forced into
retirement due to their injuries. A city of
Santa Paula Public Works employee who
later was exposed to the Fire Department’s
contaminated engine was also harmed
and later forced into retirement due to
respiratory illness and other effects.

At about 3:45 a.m., a still-unknown
chemical blew out the back of a vacuum
truck, spewing the substance throughout
the area. Although the plant is located
in the unincorporated area, Santa Paula
Fire Department was first on the scene
and told by a company employee that the

Continued to Public comment, Page 2

Isbell Middle School teacher: Teacher of the Year

By Dan Diaz
Santa Paula Times

Jan-Erik Sandhadnoidea
what was happening when
more than a dozen people,
including his family, bosses
and media, walked into his
Isbell Middle School class-
room Wednesday morning
with flowers and a plaque,
announcing to his delighted
students that their teacher
is the 2019 Ventura County
Teacher of the Year.

Sand was chosen from
more than 6,000 teachers in
Ventura County.

“Ifeellike thisis a commu-
nity effort; I have had so much
supportsince my first day here
inthe district,” Sand said. “Our
students areblessed withmore
courses and technology than
ever before.”

Specializing as a career
technical educator, Sand em-
phasizes design and modeling,
automation in robotics, com-
puter science and energy and
the environment.

Sand’s colleagues say he

N

has a unique combination of §,nta Paula Unified School
subjectknowledgeandteaching [yigtpict superintendent. “His
style that makes him a standout
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Photos by Dan Diaz
Isbell Middle School students surround their teacher, Jan-Erik Sand, Wednesday morning after he learned he is the 2019 Ventura County Teacher of the Year.

U.3. Marine from family of educators makes a difference in the classroom

r

Isbell Middle School teacher Jan-Erik Sand, middle, is cheered by his students after being surprised
Wednesday morning in his classroom with the news he is Ventura County Teacher of the Year. He is
flanked by Stan Mantooth, Ventura County superintendent of schools, left, and Ed Cora, Santa Paula

Unified School District superintendent.

in the classroom, said Ed Cora,

enthusiasm of what he does

for the students is contagious.”

Sand currently teaches
an innovative engineering
course that uses project-based

l‘!’

learning to give students skills
and knowledge that will help
prepare them for careers in
STEM-related fields (science,

mathematics).

technology, engineering and

One of Sand’s most
rewarding moments as a
teacher came when he got
an unusual request from a
student who had been born
with a deformed hand. The
student asked Sand if he
could use the classroom’s
3D printer to make a new
hand. Sand spent the next
six weeks working with the
student to design and create
a fully functional prosthetic
hand that the student now
regularly wears to school.

Sand has made it one of
his priorities to encourage
girls to pursue engineering
careers. With many girls los-
inginterestin STEM courses
during the transition from
middle school to high school,
Sandhasspearheadedsever-
al initiatives to help reverse

that trend. These include
creating after-school clubs
and leading an all-girls engi-
neering teamin a competition
atNaval Base Ventura County.

As a former Marine de-

Continued to Teacher of the Year, Page 4

SP woman
sentenced
for grand theft
from employer

By Peggy Kelly
Santa Paula Times

A Santa Paula woman was
sentenced Monday to 40 months
in jail after pleading guilty to fel-
ony grand theft and two counts
of felony identity theft.

Jessica Paniagua, 40, was
sentenced May 6 to 40 months
in jail, a sentence she will have
to serve at least 16 months of in
custody. Uponherrelease,she will
be on supervised release for the
balance of her sentence.

In March, Paniagua pled
guilty to one count of felony grand
theft and two counts of felony
identity theft.

According to Senior Dep-
uty District Attorney Howard
A. Wise, Paniagua worked for
Interstate Striping, a Thousand
QOaks-based company that pro-
vides striping for parking lots
and roadways.

Paniagua “worked as a part-
time bookkeeper, affording her
access to the company’s Quick-
Books program,” andWise stated
that Paniagua was able to gener-
ate 109 “unauthorized checks to
herself and others.

“She cashed those checks at
two check-cashing locations in
Santa Paula” before the thefts
were discovered in February.

In addition to her custodial
sentence,Wise said Martinez was
also ordered to pay restitution of
$108,915 to the victim.

The conviction of Paniagua
resulted fromaninvestigationled
by the Ventura County Sheriff’s
Office and prosecution by the
District Attorney’s Fraud and
Technology Crimes Unit.

Salute to
Seniors

Don’t miss your
Wednesday, May 15, edi-
tion of the Santa Paula
Times, which will include
aspecial “Salute to Senior
Citizens” publication.

It is the community’s
guide to services and
activities for seniors and
includes the schedule for
the Santa Paula Senior
Festival to be held on
Wednesday,May 22,from9
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Santa
Paula Senior Center, 530
W. Main St., Santa Paula..
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Learning Ancient history In class
has never heen this much fun

By Marianne Ratcliff
Santa Paula Times
This is Ancient Civiliza-
tions for the history books.
Isbell Middle School sixth-
grade teacher Jennifer Dobbie
received a$500 scholarship at
anawards ceremonyWednes-

Jennifer Dobbie

day eveningin Oxnard for her
innovationsin the classrooms.

Herstudents collaborated
in teams that then competed
in creating multilevel, multi-
player video games based on
the ancient Hebrews.

Students had to research
gaming and how people in
gaming companies submit
their proposals to the gaming
companies using software
called Storyboard That.They
worktogether on Google Docs
recreating the destruction of
the temple and giving special
powers to historical figures.

Dobbie casts herself as
the game developer execu-
tive and picks finalists who
then add new levels to their
games. “The winners get a
pizza party, instead of a job,”
she quipped.

“I am trying to meet the
students where they are,” she
said. “When in Rome... I am
jumpingin withbothfeet.The
thing about being innovative
is not being afraid and being
willing to fail.”

The veteran teacher of 21
years has been teaching in
Santa Paula for 12 years. “I
absolutely love my students,”’

she said. “They are so great
and have so much potential.
Santa Paulais a gem. I adore
my colleagues. We work to-
gether as a team.”

This is not the first or
last of Dobbie’s innovative
teaching plans, since they
are cataloged on the Ventura
County Office of Education
website by year, and this is
her 11th listed project, which
canbe viewed online at www.
vcoe.org.

Dobbie invites the com-
munity to see another one
of her fun projects at Greek
Family Night on May 29 at
6 p.m. in the Isbell Middle
School cafeteria. “It is so
amazing,’ she said. “Thekids
workso hard on their projects.

Dobbie’s grant is spon-
sored by SAGE Corwin
Publishing,headquarteredin
Thousand Oaks.

Teachers from through-
out Ventura County are be-
ing honored with grants for
developinginnovative lessons
for their students. At the cer-
emony, the Ventura County
Office of Education present-
ed 14 IMPACT II grants to 23
teachers from nine schools in
seven local districts.

The grants are funded by
local businesses and organi-
zations that wish to promote
unique and creative teaching
practices.

The winners were selected
by judging teams composed
of educators and community
members.

The winning entries cover
a variety of subject matters,
including the environment,
civics and psychology.

Detailed lesson plans
prepared by each of the grant
winners will soon be posted
online at https://www.vcoe.
org/Impactii for use by other
teachers in Ventura County
and beyond.

Other grant recipients
were from Anacapa Middle
School, Pacific High School,

Crane Drinting and Copies

849 E. Harvard Blvd., Santa Paula 525-2311

+ Color Copies

* Laminating
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‘The winners
get a pizza
party, instead
of a job.’

— Jennifer Dobbie

Camarillo Academy of Pro-
gressive Education, Colina
Middle School, Monte Vis-
ta Middle School, Ventura
Charter School, Blackstock
Jr.High,Thousand Oaks High

IMPACT II is a curricu-
lum-sharing and recognition
program for educators in
kindergarten through grade
12 in all subject areas. Since
1993, Ventura County educa-
tors havereceived $388,500in
sponsor-funded grants.

Educators submit grant
proposals about class-
room-tested curricula they
have developed.A committee
ofeducators,school adminis-
trators and business partners
select the most unique, in-
novative and ready-to-share
ideastoreceive the sponsored
grants.

The Ventura County Of-
fice of Education provides a
broad array of fiscal, training
and technology support ser-
vices to local school districts,
helping to maintain and im-
provelifelong educational op-
portunities for children, edu-
cators and community mem-
bers. VCOE also operates
schools that serve students
with severe disabilities and
behavioral issues, provides
career education courses,and
coordinates countywide aca-
demic competitions including
Mock Trial and the Ventura
County Science Fair. Learn
more at: Www.vcoe.org.

Photo by Dan Diaz

Ventura County Teacher of the Year Jan-Erik Sand, stands with his father, Dr. Jon Sand, also an educator.
He is holding a book, “The Key to Read,” written by his grandmother, a second-grade teacher and illustrated
by his aunt. He said he keeps the book close by as inspiration.

Teacher of the Yeal', Continued from Page 1

ployed overseas in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom,
Sand draws on his military
experience to help support
teachers who are new to the
field. “Teaching, like serving
in the military, can no doubt
be quite challenging at times,”
he said. “When I mentor
junior teachers, I often find
myself referencing a favorite
poster on my classroom wall
by multibillionaire Art Wil-
liams. Itreads, I’'mnottelling
youit’s easy — I’'m telling you
it’s going to be worth it.””
Teacher of the Year candi-
dates are nominated by their
district,school or professional
organization and a panel of
educators selects the winner
based on the candidate’s es-
say, experience and an intro-
ductoryletter from asponsor.

f ﬁf:ﬁ Carpet

* Truck mounted steam cleaning
* Tile and grout cleaning
* Carpet and vinyl repairs
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Serving Ventura County
Bill Chambers

Startedin 1973, thisaward
is in its 46th year and this is
the first time a Santa Paula
middle-school teacher has
been named Ventura County
Teacher of the Year.

Dignitaries on hand to
honor Sand included Stan
Mantooth, Ventura County
superintendent of schools;
Antonio Castro, Ventura
County Office of Education
associate superintendent for
Educational Services; Ed
Cora, Santa Paula Unified
School District superin-
tendent; Ron Briggs, Isbell
Middle School principal;
Christine Schieferle, SPUSD
assistant superintendent for
Educational Services; An-
drea Rubin Ventura County
Office of Education; John
Tarkany, coordinator of Stu-
dent Competitions; Adam
Gratt, educational techni-
cian; SPUSD school board
members Michelle Kolbeck
and Jeri Mead; and Todd
McWherter, president of the

Santa Paula Federation of
Teachers.

Finishing off the guest
list were the three people
beaming in the room with
pride,Sand’s mother,Noreen
Sand,father Dr.Jon Sand,and
Sand’s wife, Melina Sand.

Sand said his dad, who
was standing with him, is his
role model: “My dad is an
amazingteacher.Ilove having
him a phone call away.”

Sand then pulled out a
special yellow and white book
with a photo of a green-clad
elf with green hair holding a
key,called “The Keyto Read.”
“This is really emotional
for me,” Sand said as he ex-
plained: “My grandmother
was ateacher as well. She was
the author ofabook, ‘The Key
toRead. My aunt was the art-
ist who drew all of these elves
who teach children to read. I
keep this as aninspiration.It’s
taken a lot to get here, a lot
of sleepless nights. It’s always
worth it.”

Butcher Shop

* Fax Service

* Mailboxes

* Business Cards

* Personal Stationery

» FedEx Service i
* Rubber Stamps :

+ Scratch Pads

« Paper Shredding

Your new

favorite
agent-inlaw.

Newlywed? Time to combine
insurance plans and review
your coverage. As your local
agent, I'm here to help life
go right?

LET’S TALK TODAY.

Steve Smead, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0518867
145 S 8th Street
Santa Paula, CA 93060
Bus: 805-525-4010
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1708151 State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Locally Owned & Operated Owner
933-3557 805-421-8083
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* Computer Diagnostics
* Tune-Ups * Brakes
* Front End * Suspension

* 4-Wheel Computer Alignment
* 0il Changes * Vehicle Maintenance
* Tires & More
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OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

* Change Oil & Filter (up to 5 Qts)
Synthetic & Diesel Extra
i * Complete Brake Inspection * Check

g
Tires for Wear & Proper Pressure ¢ 95 I

I Check all Fluid Levels * Check Belts & 3 4 Plus

Hoses * Multi Point Vehicle Inspection Most Vehicles Tax
Expires 5-15-19 « Not Valid with Any Other Coupon

1117 E. Main St. ¢ 525- 7400

LAIRD'S v

We Offer All Natural Angus Beef From HARRIS RANCH

Mother's Day Specials

Expires 5-16-18

Stuffed Pork Chops ps $498

Apple Cinnamon Cornbread Stuffing

Baja Lemon Pepper

Chicken Quarters 1%
Pork Tenderloins 3598

Pork Shoulder Roasts $298

Boston Butt-Great For Pulled Pork

Chicken Cordon Bleu 36
$74 WEST MAIN ST, » 525-3517

MONDAY 10:00-6:00 - WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 10:00-6:00

SATURDAY 9:00-6:00 « SUNDAY 10:00-6:00 -« CLOSED TUESDAY

COMPARE OUR QUALITY WITH THE MAJOR CHAIN STORES
- THERE IS NO COMPARISON






